
progam takes

the fear and

dread out of

calculus-

and it's free.

The New Math

M
ost high SChO.01 students
try to keep calculus at a
safe distance, but stu-
dents from disadvan-

taged backgrounds generally
go one step further: They
ignore it completely. To nar-
row the gap between these
kids and higher math,
a university collabo-
ration that
includes
Rutgers- .

Newark
has devel-
oped Sim-
Calc, a soft- l.0 I I I' I

....

2.0 I I "1

ware pro-
gram that
makes cal-
culus hm
and interesting.

"We call it
democratizing
access," says
Roberta
Schorr; an
assistant
profes-
sor ofacad-
emic foundations,
explaining that
SimCalc offers a
way to get calculus
education into
urban classrooms.
The software,
which uses sophisti-
cated simulation
technology and
animated graphics,
aUows kids to

absorb underlying
concepts of higher
mathematics with-
out being distracted by the
need to first learn abstract
algebraic symbols.

Over the past year, classes

anew

fi'om Central High School in
Newark have come to a com-
puter lab at Rutgers-Newark
to work with the program.
Rutgers is one of several uni-
versities nationwide that is
testing SimCalc, which was
developed with fu nding fyom
the National Science Founda-
tion and can be downloaded
for free at <http://tango.mth.
umassd.edu> .

"We know it's
working

because
. students

are 1:c'1lk-
ing with

each other
about their
solutions
and writ-

.....

ing equa-
tionsand

forumlas to
justir;' them,"
says Schorr.

The
demand for

the soft-
ware
has

been COI1-

siderable, the
professor contin-
ues. ''I've had
teachers fi'om all
over the state
call me with
questions about
how to use it. It's
one thing to
download the
software from
the Internet, but
quite anodler to
use it effectively.
We plan to hold

quite a few professional-
development workshops for
teachers interested in Sim-
Calc over dle coming year."
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