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letters
from alumni and friends

IF You KNEW HENRY ...

• It's fascinating that "The Search for
Colonel Henry" appeared in the Fall
2002 issue of RUTGERSMAGAZINEjust
prior to the release of the Vagelos
Report recommending the merger of
Rutgers with UMDNJ and NJIT.
Reading this wonderful account of
the life and times of Henry Rutgers,
and the accompanying story on the
search for his final resting place,
reaffirms the importance of institu-
tional history, memory, and identity.
In this fascinating and well-written
article, writers Bill Glovin and Lori
Chambers have woven a wonderful
tale that captures both the spirit of an
earlier era and chronicles the current
efforts of the Rutgers community to
solve the mystery of Henry Rutgers'
whereabouts.

Those efforts included a num-
ber of dedicated students, faculty,
alumni, administrators, and interested
parties from the Reformed Church
and the city of Belleville, ably coordi-
nated by John Pearson of the Rutgers
University Foundation. John's vision
and persistence led to the Colonel's
final resting place in Brooklyn.

The article provides a wealth of
information about the man for whom
the university was named. All alumni
and members of the community
should be proud to be associated with
the name Rutgers.

THOMAS J. FRUSCIANO

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVIST

RUTGERS, THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY

NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY

• Bravo for your outstanding Fall 2002
issue. I thoroughly enjoyed the wide
range of articles, all exceptionally well
researched and written.

Your lead article on Colonel Henry
Rutgers is superb. I was particularly
taken with the use of the first person to
bring Colonel Rutgers to life. It serves to
illuminate a career that cries out for
more extensive scholarship. As a compa-
triot of Washington, Hamilton, Burr,
and Jefferson, among others, he figured
significantly in New York City'Saffairs,
quite aside from his noted and extensive
philanthropies.

I am hopeful your article prompts
further exploration of the role the
Colonel and his familyplayed in shaping
the earlyhistory of the Republic.Surely,a
man who hosted the Marquisde Lafayette
as a peer ought to be more widelyrecog-
nized. To that end, efforts should be -
launched immediatelyto gather his corre-
spondence to better understand New
YorkCityand the newnation.

NewYork City is now preoccupied,
as it should be, in devising a suitable
memorial to the events of September 11.
One hopes that in carrying out this
excruciating task due regard will be
given to the historic setting of lower
Manhattan, which Colonel Rutgers and
his peers did so much to establish.

Much appreciation is due John
Pearson, John Floreen, and their col-
leagues for drawing attention to this
historical figure. It is an effort the
university that bears his name should
embrace and support.

WILLIAM T. Dmz (RC'53)
REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE

• I want to thank you for publishing the
fine article "The Search for Colonel
Henry." Having just finished David
McCullough's Pulitzer Prize-winning
biography of John Adams, I was struck
by the fact that Colonel Rutgers lived
through the same tumultuous years as
our second president. The article showed



how so many national issues I had read
about in McCullough's book played out
locally. As the director of Rutgers
UniversityPress, I am alwayshunting for
good stories that involve the state. I
hope this article stimulates more schol-
ars and writers to research the history of
the region and the university.

MARLIE WASSERMAN

DIRECTOR, RUTGERS UNIVERSITY PRESS

PISCATAWAY, NEW JERSEY

• On Monday evening, October 7,
2002, the 257th anniversary of
Colonel Henry Rutgers' birth, I read
the recent article about him. As the
proud possessor of a short attention
span, I expected to skim through to
find out where the dear old Colonel
was buried.

A funny thing happened on the
way to the cemetery. I became totally
engrossed in the story line as Colonel

Henry guided me
through his life and
times and name-drop-
ped hiswaythrough Am-
erican revolutionary his-
tory. I never knew the
extent of his courage
or generosity nor the
amount of gratitude as
a Rutgers graduate that
lowe him 257yearslater.

And speaking of
gratitude, if it was not
for John Pearson, John
F1oreen,and others arm-
ed with the courage of
their convictions and
senseof Rutgers'history,
Colonel Henry would
have been with us in
spirit only. However,
since this grand effort
has provided us with
the Colonel himself,
isn't it the proud respon-
sibility of the Rutgers
community to bring
Colonel Henry back to
where he can be most
appreciated and rever-
ed-Old Queens?

Accolades to all! The article was
cleverly written and I enjoyed the
experience immensely.

BILL DREYER (Rc'70)

WESTBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS
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, 'This is where Colonel
Henry Rutgers lived in Manhattan.

Today it's Chinatown."
-BARRY KRAMER (RC'62), WHO SENT THE
MAGAZINE THIS REPRODUCTION OF A UTHOGRAPH
ORIGINALLY PUBUSHED IN 1801. THE RUTGERS
FAMILY HOME IS AT TOP CENTER.

• Thanks for the terrific article on
Henry Rutgers and the Belleville
Reformed Church. Maybe it's just my
love of mysteries-especially the auth-
entic historical variety-but I thorough-
ly enjoyed followingthe trail to Henry's
final resting place. I'm just sorry that
all I knew about Colonel Rutgers was
that he was "the guy who gave money
and a bell." The article was so grip-
ping, it may very well inspire a cross-
country trip to revisit his old haunts
(and mine!).

SUSANNE SENERCHIA (DC' 8 6)
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

• Thank you for publishing the inform-
ative article on Colonel Henry Rutgers.
The resourcefulness and persistence of
the people who worked to find the loca-
tions of the gravesiteswas inspiring, and
the use of Colonel Henry's voice in the
article made an interesting story even
more enjoyable.

(CONTINUED ON PAG, 7)
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Despite the excellence of the
article, there is one small error. When
Colonel Rutgers described the review of
the Malcolm Brigade in 1790, the gover-
nor of NewYork is incorrectly identified
as DeWitt Clinton. In 1790, George
Clinton (1739-1812)served in that posi-
tion. His nephew DeWitt (1769-1828)
was serving at that time as governor's sec-
retary. It was not until 1821that the vot-
ers of the Empire State elected DeWitt
Clinton to serve as their governor.

GEORGE FITZPATRICK (GSNB'75)

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

• Lori Chambers and Bill Glovin did a
fine job of researching and putting
together all the fragments to make a fas-
cinating article about Colonel Henry
Rutgers. I am glad you found him. I was
surprised to see myfather's unpublished
notes on the Colonel in the sidebar,
"The Colonel's Last Word." My dad,
Edmund B. Shotwell (Yale, 1923), be-
came interested in Henry Rutgers dur-
ing the last two years that my brother,
ThomasC. Shotwell(AG'48),was atRutgers.
Someday I shall get to Alexander Lib-
rary and see Dad's notes for myself.

It has been 50 years since I gradu-
ated from New Jersey College for Wo-
men-now Douglass College. My moth-
er, Katherine Duguid Shotwell, graduat-
ed from NJC in 1925.Most of these years
RUTGERSMAGAZINEhas arrived in my
mailbox getting better and better.

MARY JANE HARRIS (DC' 52)

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA

• I thoroughly enjoyed "The Search for
Colonel Henry." I was quite surprised,
however,to note the Colonel's prescience
in referring to an institution known in his
day as "The College of New Jersey" as
"Princeton College," a title it would take
on severaldecades after his death.

Perhaps his kindness extended to
helping us avoid confusion with today's
"College of NewJersey."

LOUIS H. LEFEVRE (GSC'83)

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY

• I enjoyed the article on Henry
Rutgers and the search for his gravesite.

However, one ofthe photos has me

puzzled. Since when does a reference to
"O'Henry" [sic] on a Chinese laundry
automatically lead to Henry Rutgers
and not to the author, O. Henry?
Sounds like a bit of a stretch to me,
unless the owners were cleverly refer-
ring to our dear Henry and not to
William Sydney Porter (aka O. Henry).

BARBARA ZIMMER (0C'63)

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA


