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1997-98 season, but was dismissed at the end of the
following year after the team's dreary season. Next stop?
Back to being an assistant coach with the NewJersey Nets,
apprenticing under Byron Scott (after considering the
head coaching job at Rutgers) and helping to deploy the
motion offense, which led to two straight Nets' appearances in the NBA finals, in 2002 and 2003.
Impressed, the brass of the Washington Wizards-a
team of chronic losers that managed only a dismal 37-45
record in 2002-03, despite the presence of anotherJordan,
Jordan, 52. He was coming home to
Washington, D.C., having grown up in the city's rough-andMichael-hired

tumble southeast section where he had known close to
nothing about a place called Rutgers. In his second season,
2004-05,Jordan improved the Wizards, who hadn't been in
the playoffs since 1996-97 (then known as the Baltimore
Bullets), by 20 games-tying a record for a most-improved
team. More surprising was their first-round rally to knock
out the Chicago Bulls. He relied on the help of his former
Rutgers coach, Tom Young, who, in a change of roles,
served as an assistant coach. (Young retired last summer')
During

the past three seasons, the Wizards have again

made the playoffs, and the ownership awarded Jordan in
the summer of 2006 with a three-year, $12 million contract
extension.
As expectations mount
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coach in the Eastern
Conference. Not bad
for a journevman assistant coach who had
patiently

arvaited his

chance in The Show.

